PARAMUS RECREATION COMMISSION 
Minutes
12/10 /2025 

PUBLIC MEETING						 
Meeting Called to Order- By Gary Zysman: 6:30PM

Roll Call of Board Members:

	P
	Vince Feorenzo
	Recreation Chairman

	P
	Gary Zysman
	Vice Chairman

	P
	Michelle Alfano
	Vice Chairman of Parks

	P
	Michelle Durrenberger
	Commissioner

	P
	Kimberly Benaquista
	Commissioner 

	P
	Alan Brundage
	Commissioner

	A
	Eric Crespo
	Commissioner

	A
	Chris Falato
	Commissioner

	P
	Mike Pallotto
	Commissioner

	P
	Ed Grill
	Asst. Director

	P
	Stephanie Garino, Asst. Director
	Asst. Director

	P
	Garrett Luna
	Director of Recreation

	P
	Vando Cardoso, Cardoso Law
	Cardoso Law

	P
	Rob Kaiser 
	Council Liaison

	P
	Bill Holzman
 
	BOE Liaison

	A
	Luke Casallas
	Recreation Assistant 





HEARING OF THE PUBLIC

Irene Tolis, 432 Terhune Ave, Paramus, NJ 07652, addressed the Paramus Recreation Commission regarding several concerns with the Recreation Department. She expressed that there is a lack of communication within sports programs, particularly football and cheer, and emphasized that program communication needs to improve. She asked why the PJBL cannot oversee Recreation softball and inquired where complaints regarding Recreation personnel should be directed. Ms. Tolis also stated that the softball program needs improvement and noted that more resources and opportunities are currently provided for boys, and that girls’ programs should receive equal attention.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Jen Kenney, 198 Reid Way, Paramus, NJ 07652, addressed the Recreation Commission with concerns regarding the girls’ lacrosse program. She stated that communication within the program needs improvement and expressed frustration with inconsistencies between the lacrosse league’s rules and the Recreation Department. Ms. Kenney also emphasized that the department needs to do a better job answering phones and responding to residents in a timely manner.

CLOSED SESSION-. 

-NA

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORT
· A motion by Commissioner Pallotto to approve the financial report, seconded by Commissioner Brundage. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
· A motion to approve minutes was made Commissioner Zysman, second by Commissioner Benaquista.

BOARD OF EDUCATION LIAISON REPORT
· Bill Holzman- Introduced himself to the commission as he is the new BOE Liaison to the recreation Department.
[bookmark: _Hlk180577073]
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Recreation Director Report
Director Luna provided a mid-season recap for all winter sports programs, including in-town and travel basketball, wrestling, competition cheer, and special needs activities. Overall, programs are running well.
Director Luna also announced that Summer Camp registration will be released on February 2nd.
He addressed concerns regarding certain in-town teams running up scores. Coaches involved have received verbal warnings, and Director Luna stated that any future incidents will result in coach suspension.
Additionally, Director Luna discussed plans to bring back the Coach of the Year recognition program and spoke about offering nomination examples to encourage participation.

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS REPORT Grill
Assistant Director Ed Grill provided an overview of the travel basketball program, including participation numbers and the total number of teams. He also spoke about the recent Mohegan Sun basketball trip and noted that it was a positive experience.
Mr. Grill stated that the wrestling program continues to operate as a well-oiled machine.
He announced that softball registration is live and currently open and concluded with a review of the competition cheer program.

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS REPORT Garino
Assistant Director Stephanie Garino provided a full update on the in-town basketball program, including the number of teams, and stated that operations are running smoothly.
She also discussed winter sports clinics, including track, speed, and soccer. Ms. Garino announced that spring track registration is open and provided current registration numbers for both boys’ and girls’ lacrosse, along with a comprehensive update on the program.
If you want all the Assistant Director reports combined into one section or formatted for formal council minutes, I can do that next.

Recreation Assistant Report Casallas
NA




Motion for Adjournment: A motion to Adjourn Commissioner Brundage, second by Commissioner Alfano . 

Meeting Adjourned: 8:15:PM


