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Loose leaf collection begins October 1 and 

continues until December 2, 2018. During this 

period, residents may put leaves and grass onto 

the curb, loose and un-bagged, for collection by 

the borough’s leaf machines. 

It is extremely important that nothing else be 

mixed in with the leaves and grass. Any other 

objects, such as branches, sticks, twigs, vines, 

pumpkins, corn stalks, or hay bales, will cause 

the leaf collection machines to clog, resulting in 

damage. Loose leaves will not be collected if 

any prohibited material is mixed with the 

leaves.  

Residents may continue to put leaves 

and grass in garbage pails or 

biodegradable paper lawn and leaf 

bags. All bagged leaves are collected 

every Wednesday. 

Loose leaves may NOT be placed 

onto the curb-line after December 2. 

After this date, please follow the 

above rules for bagged leaf and grass 

collection.  

Halloween in Paramus 
(pages 6, 14, 15) 



Download App for Android 

1. Open the Google Play app on your mobile device. 

2. Search for Borough of Paramus in the search bar. 

3. Tap on Borough of Paramus and then tap install. 

4. Borough of Paramus mobile app is now ready 

for you to use. 
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Borough of Paramus Mobile 

App Now Available 

BY TONY LJUBICICH, DIRECTOR 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

Download App for Apple 

1. Open the App Store app on your mobile device. 

2. Click on the Search icon on the bottom 

and search for CivicMobile in the 

search bar. 

3. Click the download button. 

4. Once the CivicMobile app has finished down-

loading, open the app. 

5. Use your current location or Paramus Borough 

NJ into the Search box. 

6. Choose Paramus Borough NJ to open the app. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOAD 

GARAGE SALE PERMITS ARE REQUIRED 

 

The Borough Clerk advises that Garage Sale permits are 

required in the Borough. Application fee for a permit is $15. 

Applications are available on the Borough Website: 

www.paramusborough.org 



From the desk of Mayor Richard A. LaBarbiera 
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Paramus continues to hold the line on the municipal 

tax rate. A mere 27% of your tax dollars support 

municipal services and the borough makes every 

penny count. In December 2015 Paramus received a 

coveted AAA bond rating; at that time we were one 

of only seventeen in the State. Three years later the 

Borough continues to maintain this AAA bond 

rating. Very few municipalities in New Jersey can 

report that they have either maintained their 

municipal tax rate or not increased it for years. 

Municipal services encompass your Police 

Department, Department of Public Works (DPW), 

Shade Tree and Parks Department, Recreation 

Department, Municipal Court, Senior Center 

services, Municipal Pool and Golf Course, Building 

Department, Animal Control, and the various 

commissions and boards. 

The Borough continues to increase its services to 

the residents while decreasing expenditures. We 

have upgraded fire and rescue apparatus and 

equipment, and continue to improve the staffing 

levels of our police department, DPW, Quality of 

Life, and emergency services.  

The Borough will be breaking ground on an 

addition to our Senior Center, a direct result of the 

increased activities and membership of our senior 

citizens. Our veterans affairs office and services 

continues to be in demand as we increase our 

services to those members of our community who 

served in our military. I am proud to note that our 

first handicapped playground was completed this 

summer and is highly used. An additional 

computerized score board has been installed at the 

Sports Plex and the ball fields are being 

reconstructed and renovated for the first time in 

decades. The Borough has partnered with the Board 

of Education to finance the renovation and 

completion of the all-season sports field at 

Eastbrook Middle School, enabling the fields to be 

utilized by both the Board of Education and the 

Borough Recreation Department.  

Improved services to our residents combined with 

sound financial planning is a priority and focus of 

all the Department Heads and professionals who 

serve the Borough.  
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Paramus Recycling Center - PROOF OF RESIDENCY REQUIRED! 
HOURS 

Monday: 7 am - 3 pm 

Tuesday: 7 am - 3 pm 

Wednesday: 7 am - 6 pm 

Thursday: 7 am - 3 pm 

Friday: 7 am - 3 pm 

Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm 

Closed Sundays and Holidays 

Cardboard, Clothes (useable/clean),  

Commingled Materials (bottles, cans, plastic containers) 

Computers and Electronics, Metal, Newspaper, Oil (used), 

Tires 

 

There is a surcharge for each tire disposed of at the recycling 

center to be paid by the resident at time of drop off. 

ITEMS ACCEPTED AT RECYCLING CENTER 

Recyclable materials and trash look very different 

from each other, but for the past several years these 

two materials have been converging into one. This is 

not a good thing!  

For recycling programs to solve the contamination 

problem, we all need to have a better understanding of 

which materials are actually “contaminants.” 

Contamination is created when the wrong materials are 

put into the system (hoses, propane tanks, etc.) or 

when the right materials are prepared in the wrong way 

(recyclables in plastic bags, food left in containers, 

etc.). Acceptable material lists for most programs are 

relatively basic, including bottles, cans, containers, 

cardboard and printed paper. Hundreds of items are 

potentially left for the “NO” list and curbside recycling 

programs simply cannot list them. 

Products and packaging have become more complex. 

Tthink about the difference in the weight of a plastic 

bottle today versus 15 years ago. Today’s bottles are a 

lot thinner and lighter. We’ve also seen a wider variety 

of plastics used to package everyday items.  

These advancements have changed consumers’ 

understanding of what they think is recyclable. 

Today’s average contamination rate (the percentage of 

trash mixed with recyclables) is 25%, which means 

approximately 1 in 4 items placed in a recycling 

container is not actually recyclable. 

Contamination significantly increases the cost to 

process recyclables and has a direct impact in the 

quality of recyclables entering the commodity markets. 

If recyclables lose their quality, they also lose their 

ability to be recycled. In effect, making them nothing 

more than trash. 

We all have a role to play in making recycling 

sustainable for years to come. It boils down to 

recycling the right items in the right way. We have to 

get back to basics! Keep food, liquids, and plastic bags 

out of your recycling. 

The Recycling Contamination Problem – It’s Everyone’s Responsibility 
BY GUY PICONE, SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, CPM, CPWM, CAFM, CRP 
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MATERIALS NOT ACCEPTED 

 

 Plastic Bags of any size or color 

 Hazardous waste, medical waste, syringes, e-waste, 

rechargeable batteries, propane tanks, mirrors, 

window or auto glass, light bulbs, ceramics, 

microwave trays, Styrofoam, straws, fast food trays 
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MATERIALS ACCEPTED 

All acceptable material 

should be rinsed clean and 

free of any debris or residue 

FERROUS CANS 
BIMETAL / TIN / STEEL 

Soup 

Food 

Coffee Cans 

ALUMINUM 
Soda and beer cans 

Pet food cans 

Clean aluminum foil and pie 
plates 

PLASTICS 
P.E.T. PLASTICS 

Water 

Soda 

Other beverage 
bottles of various 

PLASTICS 
H.D.P.E. NATURAL 
PLASTICS 

Milk Jugs 

Water Jugs (narrow 
neck containers) 

PLASTICS 
H.D.P.E. PIGMENTED 
PLASTICS 

Household detergent 

Shampoo 

Bleach bottles 

PLASTICS 
PP POLYPROPYLENE 

Yogurt 

Butter/margarine tubs 

Syrup 

Ketchup 

GLASS 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE 

Clear 

Brown 

Green 

IF IN DOUBT … 

THROW IT OUT! 

 Any plastic containers with the numbers 3, 4, 6 or 7 

on them or no number at all, oil or antifreeze 

containers, pesticide containers, brown bags, any 

paper products, coat hangers, paint cans, plastic film, 

55 gallon drums, tar pails, flower pots, laundry 

baskets, vacuum hoses, plumbing accessories, toys, 

building products, wood, wire of any kind, electrical 

equipment, dishes, cooking trays, pots, pans, 

toasters, general household items, coolers, old VCR/

cassette tapes, vinyl siding, wheels, pool liners and 

covers, tool boxes, fiberglass, fabrics/clothing. 
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Recreation Department Summer Playground Updates  
BY SUE REGAN, DIRECTOR OF RECREATION 

The 2018 Summer Programs were jam-packed with 

fun. Playgrounds were hosted at Stony Lane (K-2), 

Memorial Elementary (Grades 3 & 4), and East 

Brook Middle School (Grades 5 & 6). Each location 

housed over 140 participants in each session.  

Stony Lane had special presentations weekly 

including: Goowins Balloowins, Mystery and 

History of Magic, CBS weather presentation, 

Imagination Celebration, Soul Steps, Olympics and 

The Amazing Race! On “Pets are Family” Day they 

had a special visit from a local animal rescue group. 

Participants at Memorial and East Brook had their 

own busy schedule each 

week with basketball 

instruction, circus 

workshops, and jewelry 

making. These two age 

groups took trips every 

Wednesday and Friday 

to locations such as 

Runaway Rapids in 

Keansburg, Ice House 

in Hackensack, Urban 

Air, and The Castle. 

This year campers 

took part in the 

monumental 35th Annual Red and Blue Competition. 

The competition was very close, but on the final day 

the Red Team at Memorial and the Blue Team at 

East Brook prevailed, making them the 35th Annual 

Red and Blue Champions! 

Paramus’s 7th and 8th graders attended the oh-so-

popular “Trip Camp.” These camps took three trips a 

week for six weeks to the most exciting theme parks 

around! Some of the trips included: Six Flags Great 

Adventure, Splish Splash Waterpark, Dorney Park, 

and Lake Compounce.  

If you haven’t done so already, don’t forget to 

register for our fall programs! Visit our website at 

www.paramusborough.org and see what is new! 

PUMPKIN HUNT 
Saturday, October 27, 12:30 pm—2 pm 

 

Petruska Park, Farview Avenue 
 

One hunt for all age groups 

will be held at 1 pm. 

Activities will include a 

bounce house and carnival games. 

Come in costume! 

Awards will be given in following categories: 

Most Creative Use of Materials; Most 

Original Concept; Funniest; Scariest; Most 

Exquisite; Best Representation on an Athletic 

Figure; Best Representation of an Animal, 

Cartoon Character or Icon; Most Patriotic; 

Best Group; Best Costumed Animal. 

 

In case of rain, this event will be held Monday, 

October 29, 4:30 pm to 6 pm. (Check Paramus 

Rec’s Facebook page for weather updates.) 

http://www.paramusborough.org
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STEPHANIE GARINO 
My experience in the field began while working for 

Rutgers Recreation; I was one of two Student 

Directors for our Intramural Department. I later 

completed an internship at the University of South 

Carolina, followed by becoming the Assistant 

Director of Recreation for Stevens Institute of 

Technology.  

This Fall I will be directly overseeing our Basketball, 

Soccer, Volleyball, and Different Abilities programs. 

My goal is to increase registration numbers, as well 

as come up with additional programs to offer, such 

as a 3v3 Adult Basketball League.  

My family and I moved to Paramus when I was three 

years old. Growing up, I participated in many of the 

sports, community room activities, and summer 

camp programs Paramus Recreation had to offer. 

That being said, it is very rewarding for me to be 

working for the department that provided me with 

some of my favorite childhood memories. I’m very 

excited to be a part of this team, and am looking 

forward to increasing our involvement with the 

community.  

MEGAN SCHAFFER 
I began my recreation career as a youngster in 

Bloomfield Township, where I served in positions 

from part-time office staff as a teenager to becoming 

the Assistant Director in 2012. In Bloomfield, I 

gained the experience of working in all facets of 

recreation. In 2015 I became a NJRPA Certified 

Recreation Administrator, and served as the District 

II Representative. With a familiarity of all aspects of 

recreation, I believe I can bring a unique blend of 

experience and passion to the Borough of Paramus.  

Because I grew up being very involved in recreation 

programs, it is important for me to be able to provide 

the same positive experiences to the residents of 

Paramus. It is a great honor to be able to be a part of 

the Borough of Paramus and I am excited for my 

future here.  

Meet the New Assistant Directors at Recreation  
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A Quick Guide to Identify Ash Trees  
BY J. A. SEXTON III, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT SHADE TREE 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is a devastating 

invasive insect. Left untreated, it will destroy the 

country’s ash tree population. To destroy this pest, 

it is important to identify an ash tree. Because it is 

less prolific than maple or oak trees, ash trees are 

harder to recognize. Following is a quick guide to 

help identify ash trees.  

Ash trees are deciduous, meaning they drop their 

leaves in the fall. Ash trees have a pinnate 

compound leaf (one main vein with other veins or 

segments coming off it resembling a fish bone) 

comprised of 5 to 9 

leaflets. The entire leaf 

is 8 to 12 inches long 

with each leaflet being 

1 to 5 inches long and 

1 to 2 inches wide. 

The leaf is medium to 

dark green on the tip 

and lighter green 

underneath with a slight “pubescence” (short hairs 

resembling fuzz to the touch). The leaflets are 

oblong-lanceolate with a smooth or minor serrate 

margin (saw blade). Ash trees are easily identified 

in the fall by their brilliant yellow color. 

The Paramus Shade Tree and Parks Commission 

performed an extensive street-by-street survey of 

all ash trees on town streets, with plans to treat 

select individual trees for the EAB and to prepare 

for the removal of infected trees. The first phase of 

treatment was completed during mid-July. 

The Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) 

is an invasive tree destroying 

insect recently found in New 

Jersey. Although they look 

similar to colorful butterflies, 

they are actually tree killers. 

The SLF is an invasive pest, 

primarily known to affect the Tree of Heaven, aka 

Jersey Palm (Ailanthus altissima). It has been 

detected on many host plants, including apples, 

plums, cherries, and pine. It feeds on oak, walnut, 

poplar, and grapes. The Spotted Lanternfly is native 

to China and Southeast Asia. 

Spotted Lanternflies spread rapidly when introduced 

to new areas. The SFL can walk, jump, or fly short 

distances. Its long-distance spread occurs when 

people move infested materials or items containing 

egg masses. 

Adult SLFs are approximately 1 inch long and 1/2 

inch wide. They have large and visually striking 

wings. Their forewings are light brown with black 

spots at the front and a speckled band at the rear. 

Their hindwings are scarlet with black spots on the 

front and white and black bars at the rear. Their 

abdomen is yellow with black bars. Nymphs are 

black with white spots and turn red before becoming 

adults. Egg masses are yellowish brown, covered 

with a gray, waxy coating prior to hatching. 

The Spotted Lanternfly lays its eggs on smooth host 

plant surfaces as well as bricks, stones, and other 

smooth surfaces, including plastics. The SLF has the 

ability to travel on all types of vehicles as well as 

various landscaping, wood-based materials, and 

agricultural produce. The Spotted Lanternfly enters 

its adult stage during late July. People who travel in 

or through Hunterdon, Mercer and Warren Counties 

need to check for the SLF. 

Looks Will Kill!! Another Invasive Pest 
BY J. A. SEXTON III, ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT SHADE TREE 

The Shade Tree and Parks Commission office may 

be contacted with any questions at 201-265-2100 

ext. 4120.or Shadetree@paramusborough.org.  

mailto:Shadetree@paramusborough.org
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MUSEUM SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 

The Paramus Fritz Behnke Historical Museum is seeking volunteers to serve as 

docents on occasional Sundays from 1 pm until 5 pm. The volunteers should 

have knowledge of Paramus; however, additional training is provided about the 

history of the Borough. 

Volunteers will find this a great opportunity to meet museum visitors as they 

explain the unique features of the museum. Please call 201-445-1804 to learn 

more about becoming a docent. 

Back to School Safety Tips from the Paramus Police Department  

Back to school safety tips for students: 

 Always wear seatbelts and face forward while 

seated on the bus. 

 Never put anything out of an open window of a 

bus. 

 Do not distract the bus driver or other drivers on 

the road. 

 When walking to school always use proper cross 

walks and look all ways before crossing the 

street. 

 Alert parents or guardians of any schedule 

changes before and after school. 

Back to school safety tips for drivers: 

Back to school means added congestion on our 

roadways, so please be extra alert and patient as you 

travel. 

 Drivers must stop for school buses that are 

loading or unloading passengers. 

 Be mindful of speed limits that change in school 

zones when children are present. 

 Only drop off or pick up students in approved 

designated areas. 

 Stop for all pedestrians within crosswalks. 

 Do not allow passengers to remove seatbelts until 

the vehicle is completely stopped. 
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PARAMUS VETERANS MEMORIAL BRICK PAVER PROJECT  

MAKE  A  DONATION  BY  PURCHASING  A  BRICK   

TO  HONOR  OR  MEMORIALIZE  A  VETERAN   

OFFICE  OF  VETERANS  AFFAIRS ,  201-265-2100 EX  6110  

SERVICEOFFICER@PARAMUSBOROUGH .ORG   

HTTPS: / /WWW.PARAMUSBOROUGH .ORG /DOCUMENTCENTER/V IEW/146  
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The Paramus Junior Police Academy was 

implemented for the first time this summer to provide 

young adults with a better understanding of policing 

in today’s society. The academy exposed cadets to 

some of the training, procedures, and technology 

utilized by police officers to effectively perform their 

duties. The Junior Police Academy is designed to 

operate like an actual police academy for those 

interested in a career in law enforcement. 

The Junior Police Academy was a one-week program 

scheduled for the first week of summer vacation. The 

cadets met daily from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Cadets 

were required to participate to the best of their 

abilities in all scheduled activities, including fitness 

training, military drills, and water safety.  

Some of the activities cadets experienced during the 

academy were: 

 Physical Fitness Training 

 Nutrition 

 Narcotics and Gang Awareness 

 Water Safety 

 Sheriff’s Department Canine Demonstration 

 Emergency Services Unit 

 Introduction to State and Federal Agencies 

(NJSP, Federal Air Marshals, NYPD, PAPD) 

 Court with the Honorable Judge Joseph Mecca 

 Bergen County Jail Tour 

Paramus Police Department Junior Police Academy 
BY DETECTIVE DOUG OHLENDORF 



Heating Safety from Fire Prevention  
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Joseph Cipolla Paramus Senior Activity Center  
BY ANNE SCHNEIDER, DIRECTOR (ASCHNEIDER@PARAMUSBOROUGH.ORG) 

The Paramus Senior Center has 

expanded its membership over the 

past few years to the point that an 

addition and upgrade to the center 

was essential. With membership 

more than doubled, the request for 

new and innovative programs for 

our senior citizens has been in 

demand. Some of the new and 

traditional programs scheduled 

include: meditation, mahjongg, 

chair yoga, line dancing, coloring, 

and conversation. The center now 

has quarterly Sunday luncheons with entertainment. 

The expansion will provide the needed space to 

balance all of the programming needs, as well as the 

staff to explore and implement new and exciting 

programs. 

The expansion will complement the exterior 

renovations completed earlier this year and add to the 

increased use of outdoor space and activities.  
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Call the center for a newsletter, ask for a calendar of events, 

come in and try a class, play games, and socialize. 

Register for all classes at the center’s office. 

Members must be a Paramus residents, 62 years of age or older. 

Contact Information: 201-265-2100 ext. 6120 
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The Paramus Public Library is proud to announce that 

we had our most successful Summer Reading 

Program to date. This year, Paramus registered 1,775 

students, from preschool through 12th grade, for our 

summer reading program. These participants read a 

total of 12,432 books in just six short weeks!  

While the entire staff of the Main and Reid branch 

libraries work tirelessly through the summer (with the 

full support of the Paramus Board of Education), and 

should be commended for this feat, it would be much 

more difficult without the ongoing support of 

Berkeley College. Berkeley College has been a 

library, and Paramus, champion and cheerleader for 

over ten years. Since our partnership began, Berkeley 

College has donated $200,000 towards the library in 

support of various programs, but perhaps most 

importantly our Summer Reading Program. In 

addition, they have generously donated to the 

Paramus Cultural Arts Council (they are a major 

sponsor of the Terrific Tuesday concerts) and 

BooksNJ (a celebration of books and the readers who 

love them), enabling all Paramus residents to engage 

in cultural and literacy offerings that would not be 

possible otherwise. 

The Paramus Public Library, Berkeley College, and 

the Paramus Board of Education have worked 

together to help our students become both lifelong 

readers and lifelong learners. Their commitment to 

both promoting literacy and the Borough itself is truly 

commendable. 

Thank you Berkeley College 
BY SHARON KALMAN, SUPERVISOR OF YOUTH SERIVCES, MAIN LIBRARY 

HALLOWEEN STORYTELLER 
For grades PreK-2 

 

Sunday, October 28, 2 pm - 3 pm 

Paramus’ Main Library, 116 E. Century Road 

 

Join LuAnn Adams and her not-so-scary folktales and travel 

around the world! These are stories to celebrate the littlest of 

goblins and ghosts. 

 

Register online at www.paramuslibrary.org 

or call (201) 599-1309 beginning October 14. 
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HAUNTED HALLOWEEN 
Friday, October 19 

Anytime between 5:30 pm and 7 pm 

Paramus’ Main Library, 116 E. Century Road 

 

Family Fun for all ages! 

 

Come one, come all and witness what happens in the library 

after dark. Ghouls, games, treats, and ghosts galore! 

Wear your costume and do some early trick-or-treating. 

No registration necessary. 

PARAMUS FIRE DEPARTMENT’S SAFE HALLOWEEN 
 

Tuesday, October 31, 2018 

4:00 pm—8:00 pm 

Rain or Shine 

Midland Ave Fire Company No. 3 

 

 
Stop by and meet your volunteer firemen, 

learn a few tips about fire prevention, safety 

and the Paramus Substance Abuse 

Committee. Enjoy snacks, have fun on a 

hayride, visit a haunted house, and more! 
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Borough of Paramus 

Reminders from the Office of the Borough Clerk  
BY ANNEMARIE KRUSZNIS, BOROUGH CLERK (AKRUSZNIS@PARAMUSBOROUGH.ORG) 

With the 2018 General Election taking place on Tuesday, November 6, now is 

the perfect time to register to vote. In order to vote you must be a United States 

citizen and a resident of the county for 30 days prior to the election. You must be 

at least 17 years old to register, but you must be 18 to vote. Polls will be open 

from 6 am to 8 pm. 

The deadline for registering to vote is 21 days before the election. The 

Borough Clerk’s office will be open until 9 pm for registration on Tuesday, 

October 16. 

To obtain or renew a U.S. 

Passport, an agent is available by 

appointment in the Borough 

Clerk’s office.  

For an appointment, 

please call 201-265-2100. 

Businesses, landscapers and garage 

sales are requires to obtain a permit 

or license. 

Permits and licenses are obtained 

through the Borough Clerk’s office. 

For additional information, please 

call 201-265-2100. 


